BLINDLEE, GALASHIELS

THE connection of the Hoppringills with the Forest stead of
Blindlee dates, according to the Exchequer Rolls, from 1478,
when the fog lambs and escheats thereof were granted for that
year to David Hoppringill, younger. In 1485 the stead was
let for certain terms to David's father James of Smailholm,
cursor or Factor of the Ward of Tweed. In 1509 one half
of it was let to his widow Marion Murray and their son David,
now of Smailholm, and the other half to their son John and
his son Robert (E. R.).

JOHN

In 1510 John, with many other tenants, including five
Hoppringills, were fined at Selkirk Justice Ayre for cutting
the wood of the Forest; also with the said Hoppringills for
receiving and assisting George, John, and Alexander, sons of
Adam Hoppringill of St John's Chapel, their cousins, rebels,
and at the horn,

John fell at Flodden in 1513, along with his brothers William
of Torwoodlee, and Alexander of Trinlyknowe, and his nephew
David Hoppringill, younger, of Smailholm, immediate vassals
of the King. He had issue :—

1. Robert, his heir.

2. Andrew, of Blainslie.

3. John.

4. James, burgess of Edinburgh.
5. David, Dean of Melrose Abbey.

ROBERT 1

In 1526 the King, James V., granted a special pardon to
the Scotts, Kers, Hoppringills (including Robert in the Blindlee

and James his brother), Turnbulls, and others, coming with
66
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George Lord Home and David Hume of Wedderburn to
Edinburgh and thence to Stirling, against the Earl of Arran,
Lieutenant to the King; and for all other treasons and offences
to the date hereof (S. B.).

Alexander Hume of Polwarth by his second wife, Margaret
daughter of Sir Robert Lauder of the Bass, had three daughters:
L. Isabella, marr. Adam Hepburn of East Craig. 2. Catherine,
marr. Robert Hoppringill of Blindlee. 3. Margaret Hume,
Prioress of North Berwick Abbey. And by his first wife,
two sons: 1. Patrick, his heir. 2. Alexander, to whom his
sisters the said Isabells and Margaret granted the lands of
Heuch, North Berwick (S. P.).

In 1535 Robert and his spouse Margaret Hume bought the
5-merk lands of Westruther, redeemable for £140 gold and
silver Scots with a 19-years’ back-tack. In 1540 the Archbishop
granted Robert a 5-years’ tack of half Cortleferry. In 1541
he is tacksman of Blindlee and Byrehope at the reduced rates
granted to the heirs of those who fell at Flodden. In 1542 he
was one of several sureties that John Hume of Blackadder
should remain within the town of Dumbarton and one mile
around until the King liberated him, under a penalty of £20,000
Seots (P. C. T.).

In 1543 Robert and his heirs were granted a lease of Blindlee
and Caddonhead for £50, and Byreshope for £8, for their
lives (P. 8.).

In 1546 a charter was granted by James, Commendator of
Kelso and Melrose, for certain sums paid for the rebuilding of
his monastery, burnt a little before in an invasion of the
English, to Andrew Hoppringill, Robert’s brother, and to George,
second son of the said Robert, of the 5-merk lands of Nether
Blainslie with houses and gardens called the Roan, paying to
the Monastery yearly 5 merks, 10 chickens, 3} carriages of
lime for repairing the church of Melrose, and fish or salt from
Saltpreston or North Berwick, and grinding their corn at
Colmslie alias Langshawmill for the usual multure, Confirmed
by the King in 1587 (G. S.).

In 1548 Robert’s goods movable and immovable were
escheated and gifted to James Hoppringill of Tynnes and
Buckholm (see Buckholm). In 1555 Margaret, Robert’s
daughter and her husband Adam French, were confirmed by
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the Queen in the lands of Thornydykes, and tenandry of
Petcox (G. S.). In 1557 George, Robert’s son, got a charter
from the vicar of the glebe and church lands of Stitchill. In
1558 Robert’s daughter Isabella was granted by her husband
William Hepburn the liferent of his lands of East Craig,
Haddingtonshire (P. S.).

Robert died in 1560. By his wife Catherine Hume he
had issue:—

1. George, his heir.

2. Robert, Tutor of George 2, marr. Marie Borthwick of
Smailholm.

3. Margaret, marr. Adam French of Thornydykes; died
1582.

4. Isabella, marr. William Hepburn of East Craig,
Haddingtonshire.

5. Christina, marr. James Sandilands of Gilliswell in

1562 (R. D.).
Agmes, marr. George Cranston of Corsbie (R. D., 1576).
Bessie, died in 1608,

i

GEORGE 1

In June 1561 George contracted to marry Marion, daughter
of James Hoppringill of Whytbank (R. D.). In March 1562
Margaret Hume, Prioress of North Berwick, being sick,
subscribed an instrument that she had let to William Hepburn
and Isabel Oppringill his spouse the teinds of the half lands
of East Craig for five years, paying yearly ten merks
(Pr. Chartulary). In 1562 George pursues six persons for
wrongously upholding from him the 17-acre kirklands of
Stitehill (A. D.). In 1563 Patrick Hume, younger, of Polwarth
having foreibly ejected the natural son of Alexander Hume
from the lands of Heuch left him by his late father, William
Hepburn is ordained to manage the lands until the rightful
owner is determined (P. C.). '

In 1571 George is one of 59 Border lairds who subscribe at
Jedburgh the band to rise against the King's enemies, especially
Ker of Fernihirst (P. C.). In 1574 Andrew Hoppringill,
George's uncle, summons the Turnbulls of Bewlie and Standhill
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to pay 400 merks estimated for the hurt done by them to him
in his goods and houses in May 1559 (A. D.).

George died in February 1575. According to the inventory
of his goods, made by his widow Marion, he had on Blindlee
and Caddonhead 56 score of sheep, 6 cows, 12 drawing oxen,
oats and beir, ete. He left everything to his widow as she and
her son should agree, to his son on his marriage Caddonhead
and his lands of Westruther and Stitchill, and to his brother
Robert, failing male heirs, his heritable lands (T. E.).

George and his spouse Marion of Whytbank had issue :—

1. George, his heir. 2. Andrew, of Blaiuslie.
3. 4. Marion, Isabella,

GEORGE 2

In June 1575 George is one of the 12 Hoppringills summoned
to appear before the Regent and Council anent the feud between
them and the Elliots, under a penalty of £100, within 24 hours
after being charged (see Torwoodlee).

In 1578 a Tack for five years was granted to George, his
mother Marion, and his heirs male, whom failing, his heirs
female without division, of H.M.’s lands of Blindlee, paying
yearly £50 Scots (P. S.).

In 1580 George’s aunt, Margaret Hoppringill, or French, of
Thornydykes having been summoned by William Hume, brother
of Sir John of Cowdenknows, before Cuthbert Cranston,
Commissioner of Lauder, for payment to him of the vicarage
teinds of Stow, “a great quantity of stirks, lambs, wool, sheep,
hay, and hemp,” protested that Cranston was not a competent
judge, first, because of her father and her brother Robert
having accompanied Alexander Hume of Manderston, who in
executing the Regent’s commands burned Cranston’s place of
Thirlestané Mains, killing two of his servants, second, the feud
was renewed in 1576 when her brother Robert and Cranston’s
nephew, John Cranston of Bassendean, fought and severely
wounded one another: The Lords remitted the action to the
Commissioner, and ordained him to do justice as he would
answer to the King (A. D., Scott).

In 1582 Robert, George's uncle, occupied Torwoodlee Mains,
Caddonlee, and Hillend (A. D., Scott).
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In 1584 George resigned the Westruther lands sold to his
grandfather in 1535, having been repaid the redemption money
by the Setons (A. D.). In the same year died George's
aunt Margaret: her free gear, £1460 to be divided among
ber children by her brother Robert and John Dickson of
Belchester (T. E.).

In May 1586 Robert, by Letter under the Privy Seal,
was granted for life all and haill the monk’s portion or
pension of Melrose Abbey, with the fruits, profits, debts,
chamber, yards, and crofts belonging thereto, brookit by
Dean David Hoppringill his uncle, now belonging to the King
(P. S.).

In 1586 Robert Hoppringill, George's uncle and Tutor,
husband of Marie Borthwick, lady and liferenter of Galashiels,
objected for certain reasons to pay the £60 for which he
was stented for rebuilding the kirk of Lindean, and having
remained away from a meeting of the parishioners thereanent
lest he should meet principals of the parish with whom he
was at deadly feud, especially Andrew Ker of Linton, through
his friend James Ker of Whitmuirhall being wounded in
November last; and William Ker minister of the parish had
him put to the horn. The Lords suspended the horning,
letting it remain in force until Robert, who had handed in a
certain amount, had paid the rest of the £60. A week or two
afterwards we read, “On . . . day of September 1586 was
slaine and deceisit ane honorable man Robert Pringill, tutor
of Blindlee.” He was slain apparently by the above-mentioned
Andrew Ker of Linton; though his own step-son James
Hoppringill of Smailholm appears to have been present (see
below, 1614).

The inventory of Robert's effects was made up by his widow
and heir Marie Borthwick, whom he married shortly after the
death of her first husband Andrew Pringill of Smailholm in
February 1585. On Galashiels he had 11 drawing oxen,
8 cows, 4 queys, and 15 score ewes, on Mossilee 12 score
sheep, on Megilpots 20 score, on Blackhaugh 7 score, on
Caddonhead 19 score lambs, on Blindlee 20 cows with their
calves, a bull and 15 oxen, cats, beir, ete., valued at £2764;
owing to him £651 and by him £266; free gear £3179

(T. E).
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In February 1587 George got a feu charter of Blindlee,
Caddonhead and Byrehope, paying as duty the old rent of
£108 (G. S.).

In November 1591 the Carators of George, Andrew Wood
of Largo and James Hoppringill of Whytbank, contract a
marriage between him and Isabella Hoppringill, sister of James
of Smailholm (R. D.).

On 26th July 1597 George subseribed at Galashicls the
Mutual Bond of Manrent between the Hoppringills (S. W.).

In May 1598 Philip Darling of Appletreeleaves summons
Thomas Hardie in Blindlee for shooting at him while peaceably
going at the plough, and appearing by James Hoppringill of
Galashiels his procurator, and Hardie not, the latter is declared
rebel (P. C.). In November following Hardie and Quhippo,
servants of Blindlee made a violent night attack on the steading
of Mitchellston (see Edinburgh Burgesses, William, Litster).
Also George of Blindlee and James of Galashiels summoned,
and compearing before the Council, for bearing pistols, and
for shooting at one another beside the house of Blindlee in
September last, having given their reasons, they were ordered
to enter in ward within 24 hours, George in Blackness Castle,
and James in Edinburgh Castle; whence they were presently
set free, their friends becoming cautioners for them (P. C.).
Later, George, as cautioner for the compearance of Hardie and
Quhippo in £100 each, in found liable to pay (P. C.). In
January 1599 Quhippo, indweller in Edinburgh, being indicted
for theft before William Hart, judge-depute, objected to him
as related to James Hoppringill of Galashiels who helped the
bailies to apprehend him at Blindlee, and paid the officers to
summon the jury —to several of whom he also objected.
Quhippo was indicted for ten crimes, one of which was that in
1595 having been entrusted with £98 by the son of William
Hoppringill, litster, Edinburgh, to convey to George of Blindlee
as payment for wool, he stole if, arriving at Blindlee without
his horse and with his clothes all torn, pretending that he had
been waylaid and robbed at Wooplawbush, the pretended robber
being in fact his accomplice James Hardie, a notorious thief.
Of the crimes imputed to him Quhippo was convicted of two
thefts of farm stock, and he was sentenced to be taken to the
gibbet beside the market cross of FEdinburgh and thereupon to

R2
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be hanged till he be dead (P. C. T.). The differences of the
two brothers-in-law as to Hardie and Quhippo may have
arisen from James having special reasons for believing in
their guilt.

In 1608 among the feuars, tenants, and oceupiers grinding
their corn at Langshaw mill, and paying a peck of multure
per thrave, were George Pringill of Blindlee, and two Pringills
in Blainslie (R. M.).

In 1611 on the information of George, Walter Cairncross
of Lugate was summoned for almost daily carrying pistols and
using them against all with whom he had a quarrel, and was
denounced rebel (P. C.).

In 1614 a Precognition against Ker of Linton and Pringill
of Blindlee was ordered by the Privy Council, i.e., an examina-
tion of the witnesses who were present at the riot between them,
and was considered by the Council, resulting in Letters of
Slains being subscribed by the widow or executors of the slain
that they had reccived satisfaction from the slayer. Similar
Letters of Slains between Galashiels and Blindlee were ordained
by the Council to be subseribed (P. C.). The slaughter referred
to was no doubt that of Robert Hoppringill, George’s uncle
and tutor, ¢

George died before 1624. He and his spousc Isabella of
Smailholm had issue :—

1. Robert, his heir. 2. John. 3. Andrew.

ROBERT 2,

in March 1624 was retoured heir of his father Ceorge in
Blindlee, Caddonhesd, and Byrehope, united in one tenandry,
paying £108 feu duty; and in 1625 of his grandfather George,
in the Glebe and kirklands of Stitchill, paying £2.

In April 1624 Jean daughter of Gilbert Elliot of Stobs gets
from Robert as his future spouse sasine of an annual rent of
1000 merks furth of Blindlee with the tower-mansion in Ettrick
Forest. In 1626 Robert gets from the Archbishop sasine of
the half lands of Mitchellston in Stow. In 1627 he is ordered to
pay the feu duty for his Stitchill lands for 1621 to Whitsunday
1626 to the King instead of to the viear, kirklunds being now
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annexed to the Crown (A. D.). In 1629 he applied for room
to place a seat in the kirk of Stow as it was already filled up
(C. B.).

In January 1635 Anna Montgomery spouse (second) of
Robert is given sasine of Blainslic and Caddonhead.,

In 1636 a grant under the Great Seal was made to Robert
and to Hugh Scott of (ialashiels, John Haliburton, younger, of
Muirhouselaw, and William Inglis, writer, Edinburgh, according
to their proportions of the 27,000 merks for which they were
cautioners for the late Sir James Pringill of Galashiels, of the
lands of Smailholm resigned by him (sce Smailholm).

In August 1642 Robert gets sasine of Westhouses and others
on the Tweed; William Ormiston and his wife Jean Pringill
renouncing to him the lands, houses, mill, fishings, cobbles,
cte., for 1600 merks; their son William, younger, to give up all
the writs of the place made to him or his predecessors, for
1400 merks, and Andrew Ormiston in East Langlee to grant
discharge of all his claims thereon for £120 Scots (R. M.).

In August 1643 the Istates considering the nmumber of
Papists and Prelates now in arms in England and Ireland,
resolve to put the country in a state of defence, and amongst
other things appoint Commissioners of shires, including Robert
for Selkirkshire (P. C.).

The persons mentioned above under 1636 as getting sasine
of the lands of Smailholm now resign them in favour of Sir
William Scott of Harden (G. S.).

On 16th May 1645 Robert Pringle of Blindlee, John
Haliburton, younger, of Muirhouselaw, and their three tenants
were violently cjected from the lands of Overshiels and
Fernichirst by a concourse of Pringles and some fifty other
persons, mostly on horseback, and all armed (P. C.). The
ejectors were summoned before the Lords of Council, but,
apparently owing to the distracted state of affairs of the times,
no decision was given till the case was revived before the
Cromwellian Commissioners in 1657, who ordered the ejectors,
George, son of the late John Pringle of Smailholm, George, son
of James Pringle of Buckholn, the Pringles of Dewar, Heriot-
mill, and Newhall, and certain other persons, to restore the lands
to the owners and pay them 1600 merks for their loss of
profits. The raid appears to have been made by Covenanters
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on Royalists. Montrose marched down Gala Water, and was
encamped at Philiphaugh when, on 13th September 1645, he
was defeated by General Leslie, whose ten regiments were
granted a month’s extra pay levied by fines of four or six years’
rent on those present in Montrose's army or executing orders
for it. The fine imposed on Robert was 10,000 merks, but in
February 1647 the Estates accepted the 7000 merks paid and
discharged him of the rest (A. P.). In October 1646 Robert,
evidently to meet this fine, had sold his lands of Blindlee to
James Pringle of Torwoodlee, redeemable for 10,000 merks
(G. S.).

In February 1649 a charter of apprising of Robert's lands
of Blindlee and of Gattonsyde with fishings and ferry boat was
granted to Walter Cant, advocate, for 1000 merks principal and
annual rents and expenses, amounting to 1745 merks, redeemable
(G. S.). In 1650 Robert granted sasine of his half lands of
Mitchellston to William Pringle in Watherston (S. E.). In 1658
he granted to his spouse Annie and his second son Henry sasine
of Westhouses and Gattonsyde and the teind sheaves thereof,
with the fishings in the river Tweed between Newstead mill
and the mouth of the Gala, the ferry boats, and whole pertinents,
lying in the Regality of Melrose (S. E.). <

In 1662 Robert summoned before the court of the Regality
George Pringle in Westhouses, Robert Merton there, and George
Pringle in Cobblehouses, for carrying off from his lands in
Westhouses and Blindlee much sheep and cattle, and breaking
into his house in Westhouses and stealing money, the whole
goods despoiled, exclusive of bonds and writs, amounting to
£566. George Pringle in Westhouses, alone of the defenders
compearing confessed the charge, saying he was necessitated
thereto for his own livelihood. Defenders were ordained to
restore the goods, money, etc.,, to the owner, and pay his
expenses (R. M.).

In 1667 it was decreed by the bailie court that depredators
found cutting trees on Robert’s lands of Westhouses shall be
fined £20 Scots for each tree cut, conform to Act of Parliament,
and £5 for each time they are found cutting and removing
broom (R. M.).

In 1668 Robert’s eldest son George is ordained by the
Lords to pay James, brother and heir of the late Walter Cant,
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the bond for 2600 merks granted to him when he apprised
the lands of Blindlee. In February 1671 a grant under the
Privy Seal was made to the said George and his heirs male
by Violet Seott his spouse, of all and whole the lands of
Blindlee, Meiglepots, Blackhophaugh, and Kilnknowe, with
tower fortalice,

In January 1675 the bailie court of Melrose fined Margeret
Merton in Westhouses £10 for striking Robert with stones, and
James son of George (natural son of George Pringle of Buck-
holm) in Westhouses, £50 for wounding Margaret, and her
brother Merton in Cobblehouses, with a sword. In March
following the Court declared the said James Pringle fugitive,
and ordained all his movables to be escheated, and prohibited
all persons in the Regality to reset or supply him, because
being summoned by the said Mertons for setting fire to their
house in Westhouses he failed to compear, and the complaint
was proved by witnesses (R. M.).

Robert’s name appears many times in The Regality Records
of Melrose as a pursuer or defender in business matters,

Robert died in 1675 or 1676. His first wife, Jean daughter
of Gilbert Elliot of Stobs, whom he married in 1624, died
within ten years. He married secondly Anne Montgomerie
of Langshaw, and had issue : —

1. George, his heir. 2. Henry, born October 1643.

3. James, apprenticed in 1666 with Robert Thorbrand,
tailor, Edinburgh.

4. Jean, marr. before 1663 David Farmer, writer,
Edinburgh.

5. Elizabeth, born June 1646,

GEORGE 3 (BaiLie or MELrosE REcaniTy, 1682-84)

In November 1676 upon a royal charter George got sasine
of Blindlee, Meiglepots, Blackhophaugh, and Kilnknowe, with
the tower fortalice, and whole pertinents; and in January
following, upon a charter granted by the Earl of Haddington,
the superior, sasine of Westhouses mill and lands, the astricted
multures of Westhouses and Gattonsyde, various lands there-
about, the fishing on Tweed between Newstead and the mouth
of the Gala, with the cobbles and ferry boats (S. Rox.).
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In 1679 George and some of his neighbours, including the
Bailie of Melrose, on their way home from the battle of
Bothwell Brig, fought on 22nd June, having met and had an
altercation with Durie of Grange and his party, and wounded
him, were fined by the Lords 100 merks cach, and Fisher of
Housebyre 300 merks (A. D.).

In 1680 George, who was already a Commissioner of Supply
for Selkirkshire, was now appointed one for Excise and Militia.

In July 1681 Adam Urquhart of Meldrum, John Riddle of
Haining, William Elliot of Dinlaybyre, George Pringle of
Blindlee, and Harry Ker of Graden, who were commissioned to
act as Justices in the shires of Selkirk, Roxburgh, and Peebles
against conventicles and such disorders, complain to the Council
that their efforts had been materially frustrated by the two
Murrays of Philiphaugh: Sentence on Sheriff Murray was
deferred, and William Murray was committed to the tolbooth
till his trial (P. C,, C. B.).

On 4th March 1682 George Pringle of Blindlee, at Melrose,
gave to John Lithgow, notary public, to read before the Court
a Commission under the Great Seal of Bailiary within the
Regality to Robert Earl of Roxburgh, dated 19th January 1682;
also a commission by the Earl to the said George to be Bailie-
depute during his pleasure, dated 13th February, and, conform
thereto, he chose the said John Lithgow to be his clerk, and
other officers. On 11th March George sitting in judgement
caused call the whole heritors, fenars, vassals, and others liable
to give suit and presence at the head courts of the Regality.
Their names follow. There were 58 heritors, including George
Pringle of Buckholm, George Pringle of Blindlee, and John
Pringle of Craigend for Colmslie; 297 feuars, including 10 in
Redpath, 32 in Lessudden, 20 in Newtown, 20 in Eildon, 33 in
Newstead, 42 in Melrose, 9 in Dingleton, 47 in Darnick, 8 in
Brigend, 4 in Appletreeleaves, 9 in Threipwood and New-
houses, 23 in Blainslie, 46 in Gattonside, and 3 in Westhouses,
total 355 (R. M.).

On 4th May 1682 Robert, 3rd Earl of Roxburgh, who was
returning from London to Edinburgh along with the Duke of
York in the Gloucesier frigate, was drowned, along with about
150 other persons, through the wreck of the vessel on the
Yarmouth Sands.
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On 22nd May the Lords of Council, owing to the death of
the Earl and the necessity to fill the vacancy until H.M. should
declare his pleasure, appointed George Pringle of Blindlee to
the office of Bailie of the Regality of Melrose until the 6th day
of June next; and on that day George was continued in the
office (P. C.).

In October 1682 George granted his spouse Violet Scott
sasine of 200 merks Seots for life furth of his lands of Blindlee.

On 13th April 1683 was proclaimed the famous Test Act of
James VII. which everyone who held office in Church or State
was required to sign, repeating the words upon their knees in
the presence of any of the two persons aftermentioned and a
clerk, who shall return the Test so subseribed to the Privy
Council before 1st September next. The persons entrusted are
all Justices, captains and superior officers, sheriffs, bailies or
their deputes, as also the particular persons undermentioned, of
whom there were 62, including George.

During his term of office George held four head courts, all
absentees from which were fined, conform to Act of Parliament,
£50 Scots. Of ordinary courts he held about one a fortnight;
at which, between 4th March 1682 and 3rd May 1684, 139
persons were fined for frequenting house and field conventicles,
and for disorderly baptisms and marriages, or for withdrawing
from their own parish churches, while some hundreds were
fined for contumacy or refusal to appear at the courts. The
Bluecairn of Blainslie, Thriepwood Moss, Carolside, and several
places thereabout were the scenes of the weekly conventicles,
and William Spottiswood the principal speaker at them.
Charles II. died in February 1685, and his brother James VIIL.,
Roman Catholic and persecutor, was driven from the kingdom
in 1688,

George died in 1684. By his wife Violet Scott he had
issue :—

1. Robert, his heir. 2. George.

ROBERT 3

in 1688 was retoured heir of his father George in Blindlee,
Meiglepots, Blackhophaugh, and Kilnknowe, in Ettrick Forest.
In 1684 he had been charged to enter heir to his grandfather






